
Penal substitutionary atonement 
 

§ Penal - 
 

§ Substitution -  
 

§ Atonement -   
 
 
Illustration 
 
 

Penal substitutionary atonement in Scripture 
 

§ 1 Peter 2:22-25 
 
 

§ Isaiah 53:4-6 
 
 
 

§ Exodus 12: the Passover, Leviticus 16: the Day of Atonement, The whole 
sacrificial system Leviticus 1-7), Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Mark 10:33-45, 15:33-34, 
John 3:14-18, 11:47-52 4, Romans 3:21-26, 4:25, 5:8-10, 8:1-3, Galatians 3:10-
13 and 1 Peter 2:21-25, 3:18. 

 
 

“Was there a price to be paid? He paid it. Was there a victory to be won? He won 
it. Was there a penalty to be borne? He bore it. Was there a judgement to be 
faced? He faced it.” - Leon Morris 

	
 
 
Q. Did Jesus die for every person without exception? 
A. On the cross Jesus died for those whom God has chosen 
 
 
Hypothetical universalism or limited / definite atonement? 
 
 
 

The Biblical evidence for definite atonement 
 

i. Texts that state “Jesus died for some” (and not for all) 

a. John 10:14-15, 26 – His sheep (and not those outside His flock) 

b. Acts 20:28 – The church 

c. Romans 8:32-34 – The elect 

 

ii. Texts showing Jesus’ death actually works salvation 

a. 1 Peter 3:18 

b. Romans 5:9 

 

iii. Texts showing if Jesus died for you then you will receive all blessings 

a. Romans 6:5 

b. Romans 8:32-34 

 
 
5 major problems is Jesus did die for every single individual 
 

i. Jesus death saves no one 

ii. God is unjust, punishing the same sin twice 

iii. Penal substitution is not true 

iv. The will and plan of God fails 

v. The will of God is divided 

 
 

Questions Answered 
 
What about Bible texts that speak of “all”, “every”, “the world”?  
 
all without exception OR all without distinction 
 
John 3:16 – “the world” – in sin / inclusive of everybody / the nations  
 



What about Bible texts that suggests universal salvation is God’s will? 
 

• Ezek. 18:23 – “no pleasure in the death of the wicked”  
• 2 Pet. 3:9 “the Lord is patient, not wanting any to perish”,  
• Matt. 23:37-39 “Jerusalem, how often have I desired to gather you and you 

would not.” 
 
1 Timothy 2:4 - This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  who 
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
Context suggests all without distinction rather than without exception 
 
- pray for all – for kings … 
 
 – John 8:34, 44 – Outside of Christ we are willing slaves of sin 
 
 
If God loves everyone, surely Jesus must have died for everyone? 
 
Does God love everyone in the same way? 
 
 

Things to think over this week: 
 

Read and pray and seek to worship God in the light of Isaiah 52:12-53:13 
 
 
 
 
Supplementary material: (available online): 
• J Packer, The Logic of Penal Substitution, www.the-highway.com/cross_Packer.html 
• J Williams, Penal Substitutionary Atonement – Theology Refresh, 

www.desiringgod.org/interviews/penal-substitutionary-atonement 
• Is Penal Substitutionary Atonement central to the gospel - 

www.9marks.org/answer/penal-substitutionary-atonement-central-gospel-or-just-one-
many-metaphors/ 

• R.C. Sproul, Limited Atonement, www.ligonier.org/blog/tulip-and-reformed-theology-
limited-atonement/ 

• J Piper, Isn’t unlimited atonement more glorious than limited atonement?, www.desiring 
god.org/interviews/isn-t-unlimited-atonement-more-glorious-than-limited-atonement 

 
A summary of the Doctrines of God’s grace can be found at ww.calvinistcorner.com/tulip.htm 

Key Doctrines #7 
Doctrines of Grace – What did Christ’s death accomplish?  

 
 
Read 1 Peter 2:22-25 and Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 
 
Background on the Atonement 
 
definitions: atonement – literally, “at one ment,” the reconciliation of God and those for 
whom Jesus died, through His death on the cross 
 
 
 
How can a just and holy God forgive sin? 
 
 
 
Q. As Jesus dies on the cross, with whom is God angry? 
A. On the cross, Jesus is punished by God, in our place 
 
 
Mark 15:33-4 
 
 

 
Discussion.  Read Isaiah 53:4-16 again and ask: 
 
What is God doing? 
 
 
What is the servant doing? 
 
 
What are we doing? 
 
 

 


